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British subject raised to the most influential
position on earth ? The selection would have
been revolutionary and might well have caused
a revolution in the Church. Certainly the history
of the Church and of Christendom during the
past fifty years would have been vastly different
from what it has been. But the fundamentalist
English Cardinal returned to London, and the
Liberal Italian Pope set himself to retrenchment
and reform, to the founding of schools and the
teaching of the Thomasine philosophy, to the
writing of encyclicals instinct with understanding
of his times, to many dreams including that of the
return of Canterbury to Rome,

Italy ceased to interest Manning. The Tem-
poral Power which he had acclaimed as necessary
for the salvation of the world had gone. Let it
go ! He accepted the new conditions in the
spirit of realistic statesmanship, His business
was to protect the Church in the new circum-
stances as the Church and Christianity de-
manded.

At seventy, Manning was a prominent figure
in English political and intellectual life, exercising
a far greater influence behind the scenes than any
Roman Catholic had exercised since the Re-
formation. His nation-wide popularity was still
to be won. But already "the Cardinal" was